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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to link the church of the First World with 

the church of the Third World in a manner that helps 

both the materially poor and the poor in spirit. 

 

The materially poor are served by local churches, clergy 

and lay leaders who have been empowered and supplied 

with goods by Food For The Poor. 

 

The poor in spirit are renewed by their relationship with 

and service to the poor through our direct ministry of 

teaching, encouragement and prayer. 

 

Ultimately, we seek to bring both benefactors and 

recipients to a closer union with our Lord. 
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This project will establish the 

Lynn Universit y Memorial Village 
to celebrate the lives, love and sacrifice 

of the students and faculty who participated in the 

Journey of Hope trip to Haiti in January 2010. 

 
 

Dr. Richard Bruno 

Dr. Patrick Hartwick 

Stephanie Crispinelli 

Michael DeMatteo 

Lindsay Doran 

Melissa Elliott 

Nikki Fantauzzi 

Britney Gengel 

Christine Gianacaci 

Courtney Hayes 

Daniela Montealegre 

Julie Prudhomme 

Thomas Schloemer 

Paul Tyska 

Leann Chong 
(FFP Pilgrimage Leader) 

 
 

 

 

At 4:53 p.m. on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, a 7.0-magnitude earthquake struck near 

Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  The devastation caused by this earthquake was widespread: lives 

were lost, buildings were completely destroyed, and countless families were left homeless. 

The Lynn University Memorial Village  will honor the members of the Journey of 

Hope team who, while selflessly serving the poorest of the poor in Haiti, were victims of 

this horrific natural disaster. 
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The Journey of Hope participants visited Food For The Poorôs 

offices, warehouse and feeding center in Port-au-Prince, where they 

helped feed thousands of hungry residents who line up daily  

to receive a hot meal. 

 

 
 

 

 
During their trip, the group visited, played with, and prayed with the 

orphans at Little Children of Jesus Handicapped Childrenôs Home, 

Maison dôAmour Girls Home and Notre Dame de LôEspoir Boys Home. 
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FOOD FOR THE POOR OVERVIEW  
 

In 1982, Food For The Poor, Inc. (FFP) started as a small, charitable organization serving a 

few poor people in Jamaica.  Its initial giving consisted of distributing sacks of rice to feed 

the hungry.  Through Godôs grace, generous sacrifices and countless donors, FFP has grown 

exponentially.  Since its inception, FFP has distributed more than 52,000 tractor-trailer 

loads of aid to the poor throughout the Caribbean and Latin America.  FFP has built more 

than 61,200 housing units for people desperately in need of adequate shelter, completed 

more than 1,000 water projects that supply this lifesaving commodity to villages that 

previously had none, and constructed approximately 1,000 sanitation units, which afford 

scores of impoverished families with private facilities for proper waste disposal and a means 

to promote healthy living.    

 

Food For The Poor is currently ranked as the largest international relief organization based 

in the U.S., and ranked as the fourth-largest charity overall in the U.S.  FFP is the largest 

provider of aid to the Caribbean and Latin America, serving 17 countries ï Antigua, Belize, 

Dominica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 

Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad, Nicaragua, and Mexico, 

which was added in 2008.  Although FFP works in unison with local clergy, missionaries, 

and service organizations to fulfill its mission to empower local churches to care for the 

needy, FFP makes it clear to these distributing bodies that poverty and need are the primary 

criteria to receive assistance and relief.  No one person, group, or community is expected to 

adhere to any specific creed or attend any religious function in order to benefit from FFP 

services, projects and programs.   

 

In addition to providing emergency relief and assistance, many of our initiatives aim to 

break the cycle of poverty through the implementation of practical, self-sustaining projects.  

There are currently 17 fishing villages operating in Jamaica and 30 in Haiti.  Four more 

fishing villages will be established in Haiti by the middle of 2010.  By supplying destitute 

coastal villages with boats, motors, sheds, freezers and training, communities are enjoying 

economic prosperity.  Other food resource enterprises include the establishment of 229 

aquaculture ponds and the initiation of more than 84 animal husbandry and agriculture 

initiatives. 

 

Food For The Poorôs Angels Of Hope program sponsors approximately 3,600 children in 95 

orphanages.  The children receive food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, education and lots of 

care and love.  In 2009, 11 new schools were built; 13 schools received interior/exterior 

upgrades, repairs, and edifice additions; and 35 were outfitted with computer labs and other 

helpful equipment.   

 

Additional FFP initiatives include emergency/disaster relief, feeding programs, homeless 

shelters, health clinics, full-service hospitals, medical resources, vocational training, and 

custodial care residences. 
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COUNTRY DESCRIPTION  
 

With a population of 9.6 million, Haiti  is the 

poorest nation in the Americas (UN, 2007).  

Decades of poverty, environmental 

degradation, violence, instability and 

dictatorship have left it struggling both 

economically and socially.  Widespread 

unemployment and underemployment are 

prevalent, and more than two-thirds of the 

labor force do not have formal jobs (CIA Facts, 

2002 est.).   

 

Many of the residents of Port-au-Prince moved 

to the capital city from the provinces in order 

to find work and to better provide for their 

families.  Instead, most found low-paying jobs 

with no benefits; a majority of these families subsist on less than $2.00 U.S. per day.  The 

slums that have resulted from this poverty are overcrowded and provide little in the way of 

sanitation or utilities.   

 

Port-au-Prince was devastated by the January 2010 earthquake, which claimed lives, 

destroyed schools and businesses, and left many of the cityôs residents without safe shelter.  

It is estimated that between 600,000 and 1,000,000 people were made homeless after the 

earthquake, and hundreds of thousands were left with houses so damaged that they are 

unable to enter without risking their lives.  The majority of these Haitian families do not 

have the means to rebuild or rent a safe place to live.  This has led to the development of 

countless ñtent citiesò throughout Port-au-Prince and its surrounding communities.  In these 

areas, residents live like refugees in flimsy shelters constructed from sheets or plastic tarps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LYNN UNIVERSITY MEMORIAL VILLAGE  

Anse à Veau, Haiti 

1030H  Page 5 

 

COUNTRY DESCRIPTION   (Continued) 
 

In the best of times, only a small percentage of the Haitian population has had access to safe 

drinking water.  The majority of Haitians are at high-risk for food and waterborne diseases 

(including bacterial and protozoal diarrhea, hepatitis A and E, typhoid fever, dengue fever, 

and malaria).  Few areas in Haiti have sewage systems, and the most common type of 

sanitation facility is the pit latrine.  Otherwise, residents use the open field, rivers or the 

ocean to relieve themselves.  Most of the burgeoning tent cities have no sanitation facilities 

and only limited access to potable water; thus, the hazardous living conditions experienced 

by scores of Haitians have been made even more perilous. 

 

Education officials in Haiti 

estimate that the earthquake 

demolished thousands of school 

campuses from the elementary 

level on up, including three of 

the countryôs main universities.  

A majority of the schools 

located in Port-au-Prince are 

now in ruins.  Many teachers 

were lost in this tragedy, and the 

Ministry of Education offices 

were destroyed.  Without 

buildings, chairs, desks, books, 

chalkboards and other materials 

and supplies, it is clear that the 

educational system has been 

crippled, endangering the futures 

of Haitiôs children.   

 

Food was already in scarce supply and generally priced out-of-reach for the poorest of the 

poor.  Few Haitians have the privilege of eating three balanced meals a day.  Most residents 

depend on the agricultural sector, which consists mainly of small-scale subsistence farming 

(e.g., corn, cassava, millet, rice and fruits).  Meat, fish and eggs are rare commodities of 

consumption.  The Haiti earthquake added to the hardship of undernourishment, as 

supermarkets and open markets were destroyed, many vendors were killed or fled the city, 

and roadways to the markets have been severely damaged.   

 

Anse à Veau is 120 kilometers from Port-au-Prince.   The area has very little infrastructure, 

and there are four waterways that must be crossed before one reaches the village.  One of 

them, a river, sometimes becomes impassable when it crests.  For years, the people of Anse 

à Veau have been left to fend for themselves, and after the earthquake, the only way to 

deliver aid was to airlift it into the area.  There is plenty of water here, which will help in 

providing residents with agricultural and animal husbandry initiatives. 
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STATEMENT OF NEED  

 

The needs throughout Haiti are vast and pressing; these needs intensified greatly after the 

January earthquake.  Tens of thousands of people in Port-au-Prince have been left homeless 

and devastated.  Consequently, other communities are feeling the impact of the earthquake, 

as they are burdened by the influx of residents migrating from Port-au-Prince, desperately 

searching for a place to rebuild their shattered lives. 
 

This project will help those who were left homeless by the earthquake as well as 

families in Anse à Veau who are in desperate need of sturdy housing.  An estimated 

600,000 people are currently living in tent villages with no sustainable water supply.  There 

are no plans to construct permanent houses for these villagers, and it will be impossible for 

them to remain in tents that do not provide adequate protection from the heat or rain.  These 

flimsy shelters also present a serious security risk, especially to women and small children. 
 

The stateôs plan to reconstruct Port-au-Prince includes a proposal to temporarily relocate 

650,000 people to areas outside the city.  Permanent structures will need to be built to 

provide secure shelter for these refugees and for local residents who live in precarious 

dwellings.  Facilities for water, sanitation and schools are also paramount in restoring the 

shattered lives of those who lost what little they had in the catastrophe. 
 

 

 

The current housing conditions in Anse à Veau can only be described as precarious, at best. 
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